Beyond Good & Evil: Children, Media & Violent Times

Film Screening and Discussion

Moderated by Holly Atkinson, MD
Sunday, May 1, at 1:00 pm

In Reidy Friendship Hall

The Unitarian Church of All Souls (80th St. & Lex Ave.)

The belief that “good triumphs over evil” resonates deeply in our psyche through religious, cultural, and political discourses.  It is also a common theme in the entertainment media where the struggle between good and evil is frequently resolved through violence.  The potential negative impact of media violence on children has long been a public concern.  The video examines how the “good and evil” rhetoric, in both the entertainment and the news media, has helped children to dehumanize enemies, justify their killing and treat the suffering of innocent civilians as necessary sacrifice.  The film (2003) is co-produced, written and directed by Chyung Sun and Miguel Picker.  (Film running time 35 minutes).
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Holly G. Atkinson, MD
Holly Atkinson is a physician and President of Physicians for Human Rights.  She is an Assistant Professor of Public Health at the Weill Medical College of Cornell University, where she teaches medical ethics. She is also the editor-in-chief of Health News, the consumer newsletter originally launched by the Massachusetts Medical Society.  Dr. Atkinson was the recipient of the 1986 National Council of Women’s Young Achievers award and of the 1995 Communication Achievement Award in Women’s Health.  She received her Master’s Degree in Journalism from Columbia University’s Graduate School of Journalism, and her MD from the University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry.

This program is co-sponsored by Adult Education and the Peace Task Force.







